
Frederick County Landmarks Foundation – 2020 Accomplishments and thanks - Joan Deacon, 10/25/20 

Frederick County Landmarks Foundation (FCLF) continued with its work to preserve and promote its three historic structures 
and related sites – Schifferstadt, the Beatty-Cramer House, and Zion Church and cemetery – despite the challenges of 2020, 
and the loss of our two primary fundraising events.  Concern about the effects of the pandemic also led us to keep 
Schifferstadt Architectural Museum closed to the public.  And, we bid a sad farewell to our friend and loyal supporter, Bernie 
Callan (8/6/1931 – 2/13/2020).  He will be remembered by many historic preservationists throughout Frederick, as well as 
the state of Maryland.  And he is honored at Schifferstadt, the house he so loved, with stones designated in his memory.   
The Adopt a Stone program helps fund maintenance and upkeep of Schifferstadt. 

The Barnstormers Committee was well-organized to proceed with the Barns of Burkittsville tour, until the pandemic intervened.         
Mark your calendars for the rescheduled date of June 12, 2021. 

The Oktoberfest Committee and our partner, Fredericktowne Rotary, were optimistic for this event, but agreed with the Board to 
reschedule for October 16-17, 2021.  Let us know if you are interested in helping with this event.  

An award was made from the Converse Family Endowment Fund for a project on West South Street.  This fund was created to assist 
historic preservation efforts to private homeowners with limited economic means.  And FCLF worked with Amanda Whitmore, Historic 
Preservation Planner 1, to support AARCH in their application for MHT grant funding for a complete architectural survey of African 
American resources throughout Frederick County. 

FCLF extended thanks for jobs well done to our former Administrative Officer, Tiffany Ahalt, and our former bookkeeper, Mary 
McCormack.  We wish them luck with their future ventures.  We welcome Sarah Petermann, who joined us as our new bookkeeper.     
We started a search for an Office Administrator prior to the pandemic, but the position remains open.  

We welcome Izzy Peterson, who sought out FCLF for an unpaid, part-time internship, looking for experience in a museum setting. Born 
and raised in Frederick County, she is a 2019 magna cum laude graduate of St. Mary’s College. 

Special thanks to our community partners – Magoo’s Pub & Eatery and Idiom Brewing Co – for sponsoring fundraisers for FCLF. 



Infrastructure support, office management and reorganization have been a focus of 2020, and much work has been done by   
individuals, working from home. Thanks to Board members and volunteers who have contributed to office management, during this 
difficult year. And please forgive me if I have forgotten anyone: 

- Kelley Berliner, for negotiating a new contract with COMCAST, jump-starting a service disconnect caused by the virus.  And for 
organizing the Idiom Pub and Brewery Fundraiser.  

- Anthony Moscato and Mary Bowman-Kruhm for updating our Bylaws which were 11 years old, to reflect current practices and 
recommended best-practices. 

- Allison Duvall and Scott Winnette for updating our website, and Mary Bowman-Kruhm, for serving as our social media contact. 

- Anthony Moscato and Scott Winnette for participating in the professional development series, offered by the Federated Charities, and 
funded by the Ausherman Family Foundation and the Helen J. Serini Foundation.   

- Jeff Poirier, for taking the lead on application for a local COVID-19 Emergency Relief Campaign grant, requesting help with the loss of 
fundraising potential from cancelling Barnstormers tour and Oktoberfest 2020.  Many thanks to the Delaplaine Foundation, for their 
award of $5,000 

- Matt Bonin, for taking the lead on application for a Maryland Humanities CARES grant, awarding $5,150 to FCLF.  

- Anthony Moscato and Jack Lynch for reactivating the Advocacy Committee, which has provided feedback to Fort Detrick and Rural 
Roads Roundtable,  and successfully advocated for the application of an historic preservation overlay for Linden Grove, a site listed in 
the National register of Historic Places.  

- Judy Thompson, for uploading membership information into ELEO Donor Management Software, handling correspondence, working 
with our intern, Izzy Peterson, and organizing the Magoo’s fundraiser, which netted $227. 

- Hettie Ballweber, for organizing our property files in the Landmarks Office and cleaning out space in the storage room. 

- Boyce Rensberger and crew for producing two (soon to be three) newsletters, and moving us into digital distribution.  We still have 30+ 
members who do not use email, for whom he mails copies.                                                                                                                                      
And Boyce published a great article Schifferstadt Architectural Museum in the June/July 2020 issue of German Life Magazine.   

- Harry and Deborah Richardson for organizing the Delaplaine retrospective art show of the works of Barry Richardson and Chris Carr, 
both of whom were great friends of Schifferstadt .  



- Heidi Schlag and the Plaque Committee for awarding plaque 432 to the Dahlgren Chapel - built in 1881 and restored by current owner, 
the Central Maryland Heritage League.  Plaque 433 was awarded to Travis and Duskin Deichl, for their 1870 stone farmhouse and 
summer kitchen on Clyde Young Rd. 

And work has continued on maintenance of our three properties, which are now posted to prohibit metal detecting.  

Schifferstadt 

Thanks to Board member, Kelley Berliner, for taking the lead on a grant from Maryland Historical trust, for needed repairs to 
Schifferstadt’s front door, doorframe, windows, and threshold stone repositioning.  FCLF was awarded a Historic Preservation Capital 
Grant, in the amount of $40,000, for this much needed work.   

Thanks to Jim Gugel and Jennie Russell for volunteering to serve as our new Co-Property Directors for Schifferstadt.   Jim will serve as 
Building Manager (physical plant and grounds, minor repairs, help with contractor bids), and Jennie Russell will serve as Museum 
Manager (scheduling tours, recruiting and training docents, managing gift shop, and chairing the Schifferstadt Committee).   

Jim Gugel and Jim Matheson have resided the garden shed, and installed a new bike rack. Both projects were funded by the Rotary Club 
of Carroll Creek.  Thank you! 

A new roof was installed over the 1877 addition to Schifferstadt.   Many thanks to our sponsors - the Delaplaine Foundation and the 
Devon Creek Foundation for their generous donations. 

Home School Days on the Grounds of Schifferestadt were held in October for ages 7 – 14 years.  Thanks to Schifferstadt Architectural 
Museum volunteer docent, Valerie Dyson, for organizing this program. 

Repairs were made to the security system, and squirrels were relocated from the attic.  Thanks to Jennie Russell, for her patience! 

Zion Church and Cemetery 

Matt Bonin and Jeff Poirier, volunteered to become Co-Directors of Zion Church and cemetery.  Many thanks for stepping up to help 
with presentation and interpretation of this historic building and site. 

An occupancy permit for 49 persons has been issued by the Fire Marshall.  FCLF now has approval to use this building for small events 
and community gatherings. High-five to Matt Bonin for his perseverance with this project.                                                                                    
The first wedding was celebrated in Zion Church in October.   

Zion Church opened its doors in for a memorial for local resident and history advocate, Martin Schipper. 



Beatty-Cramer 

The Beatty-Cramer House was vandalized, sometime between April 22 and May 26.  Funding was donated to implement an action plan 
for improved lawnwork, trash and brush removal, a handsome banner, and solar lighting – thanks to Hettie Ballweber.   Property 
Managers,  Hettie B and Joe Lubozynski are currently addressing electrical concerns and additional security lighting. 

- An Open House for Board members occurred in September, and hopefully more will be offered next year – thx Hettie! 

- Joe Lubozynski presented two programs about the house and its unique construction techniques and history – one to the Monocacy 
Archaeological Society and general public, at the C. Burr Artz Library, and another to the Traditional Timber Framers in New York state, 
for their annual conference. 

- The nomination to the National Register of Historic Places for the Beatty-Cramer House is in process. Many thanks to Hettie Ballweber 
for getting this ball rolling, and for preparation of the house for photographs. Thanks to Joe for his work on contextual history.   

- Maryland Historical Trust has provided FCLF with a grant to help with the stabilization of the Beatty-Cramer House.  Work is needed on 
the north wall and both porches along the south façade, along with new gutters. Contactor bids were advertised for on-site review in 
August and September, but no proposals have been submitted.  Thanks to many for helping to move this process forward – Scott, Joe, 
Peter, and Hettie. 

- Hettie Ballweber completed the preliminary report on the archaeology done at the Beatty-Cramer House (18FR741) in 1999, in 
cooperation with the Monocacy Archaeological Society.  FCLF reached out to the Delaplaine Foundation, one of our major sponsors over 
the years, and provided them with copies of the archaeology and dendrochronology reports.  

- The house was pictured in the Frederick News-Post on July 23 and again on August 25,  in connection with an article on influential 
women of Frederick County, including Susannah Beatty.  

 

 


